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CLEARLY, ATLANTA IS ON THE MOVE—AND PEOPLE ARE NOTICING. THIS YEAR, MONEY MAGAZINE
SELECTED THE CITY OF ATLANTA AS THE BEST PLACE TO LIVE IN THE U.S. IT HIGHLIGHTED OUR LEGACY AS
THE CRADLE OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT, OUR AMPLE GREENSPACE AND BOOMING TECH SECTOR,
AND WROTE:
“NO MATTER WHAT KIND OF PERSON YOU ARE, ATLANTA IS A PLACE WHERE YOU CAN FEEL AT
HOME. AND, JUST AS IMPORTANT, IT’S ALSO A PLACE WHERE YOU CAN FIND A JOB.”
THAT RECOGNITION IS GRATIFYING. BUT ANYONE WHO KNOWS ME KNOWS I’M NOT ONE TO REST ON ANY
LAUREL. WE ARE ALWAYS SEARCHING FOR WAYS TO DO BETTER FOR THE PEOPLE THAT WE SERVE. AND
THAT’S WHERE WE HAVE INVESTED OUR ENERGY THIS LAST YEAR.
AS OUR CITY CONTINUES TO EMERGE FROM THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC, WE HAVE HAD SOME SERIOUS
WORK TO DO TO RESTORE BASIC SERVICES. I’M PROUD OF THE TEAM FOR GETTING TRASH, RECYCLING
AND YARD WASTE PICKUPS BACK TO REGULAR SERVICE, RESTORING OUR BUSINESS LICENSE
OPERATION, AND RE-OPENING CITY HALL TO THE PUBLIC.
MY GOAL HAS NEVER BEEN TO JUST GET BACK TO BASELINE. I SET AN AMBITIOUS AGENDA—WHAT WE
CALL MOVING ATLANTA FORWARD—TO DELIVER FOR OUR RESIDENTS, BUSINESSES AND VISITORS. SINCE
TAKING OFFICE, I HAVE BUILT A STRONG AND DIVERSE TEAM TO PUT THAT AGENDA INTO ACTION. YOU’LL
LEARN MORE ABOUT THAT AGENDA AND OUR PROGRESS IN THE PAGES TO COME.
IT ALL STARTS WITH TAKING CARE OF PEOPLE. AS MAYOR, I WORK ALONGSIDE ABOUT 8,500 PEOPLE WHO
COME TO WORK EVERY DAY TO SERVE OUR CITY. THIS YEAR I WAS PROUD TO WORK WITH THE ATLANTA
CITY COUNCIL TO ENACT THE FIRST CITYWIDE COST-OF-LIVING INCREASE FOR CITY EMPLOYEES IN FIVE
YEARS. TO AID IN RECRUITMENT AND RETENTION, WE INVESTED FURTHER IN OUR VITAL PUBLIC SAFETY
PERSONNEL, ACCELERATING RAISES FOR OUR FIREFIGHTERS AND EXTENDING SIGNIFICANT RAISES TO
OUR E-911 PERSONNEL AND UNIFORMED POLICE OFFICERS.
WE HAVE BEEN ABLE TO DO THIS BECAUSE OF THE CITY’S STRONG FISCAL CONDITION. NOT ONLY ARE
OUR FINANCIAL RESERVES STRONG, BUT WE’VE RECEIVED IMPORTANT RECOGNITION IN THE FORM OF
TOP CREDIT RATINGS FOR OUR STRONG FISCAL STEWARDSHIP.
OUR PEOPLE AND OUR RESOURCES PUT US IN A GREAT POSITION TO EXECUTE ON OUR AGENDA, BUT
THAT’S NOT ENOUGH. A MAYOR DOESN’T ACCOMPLISH ANYTHING ON HIS OR HER OWN, AND WE KNOW
WE CAN’T EXECUTE OUR AGENDA FROM CITY HALL ALONE. IT TAKES ALL OF US—OUR RESIDENTS, OUR
BUSINESSES, OUR CLERGY, OUR PARTNERS, OUR TEACHERS...ALL OF US—TO WORK TOGETHER IN PURSUIT
OF A SHARED VISION.
IT IS THE HONOR OF MY LIFETIME TO SERVE AS YOUR MAYOR. WE ENTER 2023 IN A STRONG POSITION,
HAVING LAID THE GROUNDWORK FOR MUCH MORE PROGRESS TO COME. I LOOK FORWARD TO WORKING
EVERY SINGLE DAY WITH YOU, AND ON YOUR BEHALF, TO MAKE IT HAPPEN.
ANDRE DICKENS
61ST MAYOR OF ATLANTA

FROM THE DESK OF MAYOR DICKENS
WHAT A YEAR!

IN MY FIRST 365 DAYS AS YOUR MAYOR, I HAVE SPENT MY TIME
IN EVERY CORNER OF THIS GREAT CITY WE CALL HOME—
HELPING TO OPEN NEW AFFORDABLE HOUSING, WELCOMING
NEW BUSINESSES AND EVEN PITCHING IN BY FILLING POTHOLES
AND PICKING UP TRASH TO BEAUTIFY OUR NEIGHBORHOODS.
IN THAT TIME, I HAVE GROWN MORE EXCITED ABOUT OUR CITY
AND THE OPPORTUNITY AHEAD OF US. AND I AM INSPIRED BY
MY FELLOW ATLANTANS WHO ARE WORKING HARD TO MOVE US
FORWARD.
ATLANTA HAS BEEN ON THE WORLD STAGE IN A BIG WAY SINCE
THE 1996 OLYMPIC GAMES. THIS YEAR, OUR AIRPORT RECLAIMED
ITS SPOT AS THE BUSIEST AIRPORT IN THE WORLD. WE WERE
SELECTED TO HOST THE 2025 COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF
NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP—THE FIRST CITY SELECTED TO HOST
A SECOND TIME. AND PERHAPS MOST EXCITINGLY, ATLANTA
WAS SELECTED AS ONE OF THE HOST CITIES FOR THE NEXT
WORLD CUP IN 2026!

Mayor Dickens



ABOUT THE CITY

AGE DISTRIBUTION



POPULATION TREND OVER THE YEARS 
(in thousands)

SALARY DISTRIBUTION

UNEMPLOYMENT RATES

The City of Atlanta unemployment rate
has seen a decrease from 4.5% in 2021 to
3.2% in 2022.

Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics;
City of Atlanta data for fiscal year 2022 is July 2021 through
June 2022. This figure is inclusive of Atlanta-Sandy Springs-
Marietta.

EMPLOYMENT BY INDUSTRY



COMPANY AND INDUSTRY DISTRIBUTION

TOP 10 EMPLOYERS



WELL-BEING INDICATORS

Life Satisfaction in Atlanta Is Relatively High and Stable, but the General
Trend Hides Serious Inequalities

WHAT MAKES PEOPLE (UN)HAPPY IN ATLANTA?



ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE

ATLANTA REGIONAL COMMISSION BOARD
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PRIORITIES & INVESTMENTS

ATLANTA CITY COUNCIL MISSION:



METHODOLOGICAL NOTE

Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR): The CAFR serves as the primary source of
financial data, ensuring that the information presented in this report is consistent with the
city's official financial statements.
City Demographic Reports: Demographic information is sourced from official city reports
and census data to provide a comprehensive overview of the city's population and its
characteristics.
Economic Reports: Economic data is obtained from relevant economic reports and studies
conducted by reputable organizations, allowing for a deeper understanding of the city's
economic context.
Committee Reports: Reports and recommendations from various city committees,
particularly those related to finance, governance, and sustainability, are considered to
provide a well-rounded perspective.

Adopted Guidelines: The preparation of the Popular Financial Report for the City of Atlanta
follows a set of guidelines established to ensure accuracy, transparency, and accessibility in
presenting financial and non-financial information to our citizens. These guidelines align with
the principles of public accountability and responsiveness.

Criteria for Content Drafting: The content of this report is based on a combination of financial
data from the comprehensive annual financial report, demographic information, economic
indicators, and performance metrics. These criteria ensure that the report provides a holistic
view of the city's financial, economic, and social aspects.

Approach: The process begins with the collection and verification of financial data, followed by
the analysis and interpretation of this data to identify significant trends and outcomes. The
report aims to be both informative and comprehensible to a broad audience, avoiding technical
jargon and complex financial terminology.

Consulted Documents: The preparation of this report involves referencing multiple
documents, including but not limited to:



DISSEMINATION PLAN

1. Online Accessibility:
The Popular Financial Report will be made available on the official website of the City of Atlanta.
This digital presence ensures that the document can be accessed easily by anyone with an
internet connection, providing maximum reach.

2. Social Media Channels:
We will leverage our social media platforms, including Instagram, Twitter, Facebook, YouTube,
and Telegram, to share 
the report. These platforms allow us to engage with a diverse audience, encouraging them to
explore the report's contents and provide feedback.

3. Email Distribution:
We will send email notifications to subscribers and stakeholders, including government officials,
community leaders, and interested citizens, informing them about the release of the report. This
direct outreach ensures that those who are actively engaged with city affairs are aware of the
report.

4. Press Releases:
We will issue press releases to local and national media outlets, inviting them to cover the release
of the Popular Financial Report. Media coverage will help reach a broader audience and generate
discussions about the report's findings.

5. Utility and Property Bills:
We will include notifications about the availability of the report on utility and property bills sent
to residents. This method ensures that even those who may not actively seek out the report are
made aware of its existence.

6. Libraries and Public Spaces:
Printed copies of the report will be distributed to local libraries and public spaces. This physical
distribution method allows citizens without internet access to access the report easily.

7. Community Meetings:
We will present the report at community meetings, town halls, and public forums, engaging
citizens directly and encouraging discussions about the report's content and its implications for
the community.

8. Public Engagement Events:
Special events and workshops will be organized to encourage public engagement with the report.
These events will provide citizens with an opportunity to ask questions, seek clarifications, and
provide feedback.

9. Feedback Mechanisms:
Throughout the dissemination process, we will actively seek feedback from the public. We will
provide contact information and online forms for citizens to share their opinions, suggestions,
and questions related to the report.



10. Multilingual Access:
In recognition of Atlanta's diverse population, the report will be made available in multiple
languages, ensuring that it is accessible and understandable to all residents.

11. Transparent Release Schedule:
The release date of the Popular Financial Report will be communicated well in advance to the
public, ensuring that citizens can anticipate and prepare for its availability.

12. Engagement with Community Leaders:
We will collaborate with community leaders and organizations to help disseminate the report
within their networks and communities.

13. Schools and Educational Institutions:
We will provide copies of the report to schools and educational institutions in Atlanta,
encouraging teachers to incorporate it into their curriculum as an educational resource.

14. Public Awareness Campaign:
A dedicated public awareness campaign will be launched to promote the report's release,
emphasizing its importance in fostering transparency and informed citizenship.

15. Continuous Engagement:
The dissemination of the Popular Financial Report is not a one-time event. We will continue to
engage with the public, solicit feedback, and provide updates to ensure ongoing transparency
and accountability.
By implementing this comprehensive dissemination plan, we aim to reach every corner of our
community and empower our citizens with the information they need to actively participate in
the governance and future of the City of Atlanta. Your engagement and feedback are vital in our
shared journey toward a better Atlanta.

CONTACTS AND WEBSITE AVAILABILITY

www.atlantaga.gov

@CityofAtlanta

@CityofAtlanta

@AtlantaCityChannel26

@CityofAtlantaGA



THIS WORK WAS COMPLETED AS PART OF THE
PUBLIC MANAGEMENT COURSE AT THE
SAA, UNIVERSITY OF TURIN, UNDER THE

SUPERVISION OF PROF. VALERIO BRESCIA.
THE ELEMENTS PRESENTED IN THIS ASSIGNMENT
HAVE BEEN DEVELOPED IN ACCORDANCE WITH

THE GUIDELINES DEFINED BY PROFESSORS PAOLO
BIANCONE, SILVANA SECINARO, VALERIO BRESCIA,

AND DAVIDE CLANDRA. 


